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Simon Peter answered him,  
“Master, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  

We have come to believe and  are  convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 

*********************************************** 

********************************************** 

 

JOHN 6: 60-69  
 

Many of Jesus’ disciples who were listening said, “This saying is hard; who can accept it?” 
 

Since Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring about this, he said to them,  
“Does this shock you? What if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before?  
It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are Spirit 
and life. But there are some of you who do not believe.” 
 

Jesus knew from the beginning the ones who would not believe and the one who would betray 
him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 
him by my Father.” 
 

As a result of this, many of his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer 
accompanied him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?”  
 

Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  
We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION:  08/15/2021 

 

Offertory Collection     $3,402.00  

Budgeted Offertory=      $2,900.00 
 

OFFERTORY EXCEEDS BUDGET              +$402.00 
 

WE DID MEET OUR FINANCIAL GOAL LAST WEEK!  
 

SPC continues to remain blessed in your giving to support 

 the running of the church and its ministries. 
 

There are 5 ways to continue to tithe with your weekly offertory or gifts: 

1) Mail; 2) Mobile App; 3) Church’s Website; 4) Electronic Check; and 5) Text 
 

Please remember this: 

Whether you tithe or not, you will be kept in prayer, and you are asked to 

pray for St. Peter Claver Church and the Church in general. 

********************************************** 

mailto:st.peterclaver@verizon.net
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WHO CAN ACCEPT: FINAL THOUGHT!  

https://friarmusings.com/2018/08/25/who-can-accept-final-

thought/#more-7744  

Now that we reached the end of “The Bread of Life Discourse,” 
I thought it appropriate to have a “final thought.” … 
 

“Jesus promises rather than instructs or explains. Jesus 
promises that whoever eats the flesh and drinks the blood of 
Jesus, the Son of Humanity, has eternal life now and will be 
raised up on the last day. Jesus promises to provide food for 
the life of the world, his flesh and blood. Jesus promises to 
nourish the world with the gift of himself. For the “flesh” and 
“blood” of Jesus, his incarnate life and very real death on the 
cross, is life-giving food for us and for the world. In, with, and 
under the bread and wine of Holy Communion, which is 
nothing other than Christ’s body and blood, Jesus nourishes 
faith, forgives sin, and empowers us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel. What would it mean for preachers to proclaim Jesus’ 

promises rather than explain the sacrament?” 
 

“All throughout John 6, Jesus has tried to help us embrace that God’s wisdom — to steal a word from 
Proverbs — is not so much knowledge to be explained and understood as it is relationship to be 
trusted and embraced. Jesus no longer speaks of “belief in,” as we find in chapter 3, but of “the one 
who eats me” (verse 57). For eternal life does not come through understanding correctly or 
believing the right things. Eternal life is being in close communion with Jesus. Eternal life is to 
remain in Jesus and to have Jesus remain in us. We take Christ’s body and blood into our mouths, into 
our stomachs, into our bodies, so that Christ remains in us, and we remain in Christ. As we eat and 
drink, Christ moves us closer to himself. Christ moves us closer to the very life of God. Christ moves 
us closer to himself, so close that we are as intimate with Jesus as the Father is with the Son.” 
 

“If in bygone days we leaned too far in the direction of understanding before being invited to eat, 
perhaps today we lean too far toward eating without proclaiming Jesus’ promise and inviting into 
relationship with him (baptism). There is certainly more going on at Jesus’ table and in, with, and 
under the bread and wine that is Jesus’ body and blood than loaves and fishes, manna, and a 
fellowship meal at which all are welcome. “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal 
life, and I will raise them up on the last day.” Jesus promises. “Those who eat my flesh and drink my 
blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so 
whoever eats me will live because of me” (John 6:54-57). Indeed, as I hear many Sundays, it is Jesus’ 
table. What I hear less frequently is what Jesus promises to do at his table. Perhaps, proclaiming 
Jesus’ promises will bring our hearers from loaves and fishes to the body and blood of Christ.” 
 
****************************************************************** 

FATHER LARRY’S KEYBOARD 

“FIRST FRIDAY MASS STARTING AT ST. PETER CLAVER CHURCH” 

 

Many times, when you walk into Catholic households, you will see a 
picture of the Jesus pointing to his exposed heart. This is a picture of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
 

This tradition of consecrating one’s house to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
goes back to the 17th century. Jesus appeared to a religious sister who is 
now St. Margaret Mary de Alacoque. He asked her to spread the message 
that he (Jesus) desired that Catholics request to confess their sins and 
receive Communion every First Friday for nine consecutive months.  
 

This request points to the Eucharist and the sacraments as the 
fundamental way to encounter the love of the Lord. In the Eucharist, Jesus completely gives himself 
to us, literally entering into our bodies, souls and lives. We enter into the One that we eat and drink, 
deeply united to Christ. In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we experience the mercy and forgiveness 
won for us on Calvary — we receive the tender embrace of the Lord and the healing power of the 
paschal mystery. Jesus attached 12 promises to those who honored His Sacred Heart in this manner: 
 

The Promises of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to St. Margaret Mary 
 
(1)"I will give them all the graces necessary in their state of life.  
(2) I will establish peace in their homes. 
 (3) I will comfort them in all their afflictions.  
(4) I will be their secure refuge during life, and above all, in death.  
(5) I will bestow abundant blessings upon all their undertakings.  
(6) Sinners will find in my Heart the source and infinite ocean of mercy.  
(7) Lukewarm souls shall become fervent.  
(8) Fervent souls shall quickly mount to high perfection.  
(9) I will bless every place in which an image of my Heart is exposed and honored.  
(10) I will give to priests the gift of touching the most hardened hearts.  
(11) Those who shall promote this devotion shall have their names written in my Heart.  
(12) I promise you in the excessive mercy of my Heart that my all-powerful love will grant to all those 
who receive Holy Communion on the First Fridays in nine consecutive months the grace of final 
perseverance; they shall not die in my disgrace, nor without receiving their sacraments. My divine 
Heart shall be their safe refuge in this last moment." 
 

See you Friday October 1st for our very first First Friday Mass at St. Peter Claver Church @ 7 pm!                 
God bless!   
 

********************************************************************* 
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********************************************************************* 
 

SUNDAY AUGUST 22, 2021 
 

 

PEACEFUL REPOSE OF THE SOULS: 

DEBRA WOODS 
 

   

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 

JAMES WOODS 
 

 
August 29 Leon Briscoe (Peaceful Repose) 
  Frank S. Dove, Jr. (Special Intentions) 
 

September 5 Jaleesa Matthews (Special Intentions) 
  Helena Ballard Fenwick (Peaceful Repose) 
 

September 12 St. Peter Claver Parishioners (Special Intentions) 
  St. Peter Claver Parishioners (Peaceful Repose) 
 

September 19 Heaven McClane (Special Intentions) 
  Bernice and Sam McClane (Peaceful Repose) 
 
September 26 Sister Marilyn Hopewell (Special Intentions) 
  Sadie Hopewell Chase (Peaceful Repose) 
 

 

Offering a Mass for a specific intention is a beautiful tradition in the Catholic Church. The tradition also is 
that a stipend is given, made payable to SPC; however, a stipend is not required. 
 

******************************************************************** 
 

OUR PARISH LIST OF THE SICK AND THOSE WHO REQUEST PRAYER 

 
Dennis Allen; Wayne Barnes; Marerijha Bibbs; Bertille 
Bryan; Eva Butler; Tammy Campbell; Geraldine Carroll; 
Martin Carroll; Nola Carroll; Catherine Carter; Chris 
Cassagnol; Phyllis Curtis; Michael Chase; Kirk Crafton; 
Margaret Doyle; James Gant; Jessica Goldring; Janice 
Hewlett; Jimmie Hill; Sister Marilyn Hopewell; Michael 
Jones; Thelma Jones; Nola McClane; Jaleesa 
Matthews; Arnold Moreland; Eleanor Moland; Mary 
“Mae Day” Morgan; Angie Prucha; Robert Schmidt; 
Charles L. Spears; Mary Spears; Vernon Thomas; 
Bernard Thompson; Estelle Thompson. 
 

******************************************************************** 

******************************************************************** 

ATTENTION! ATTENTION! ATTENTION! 

SPC “DRIVE-THRU 

PRE-LABOR DAY DINNER” 
 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

12:00 Noon to 6:00PM 
 

 

BBQ PORK, FRIED FISH & FRIED 

CHICKEN DINNERS 

(All on one plate: No subs) 

+Parsley Potatoes, Green 

Beans, Coleslaw, Beets & Roll 
 

ONLY $28.00 

ALL DINNER ORDERS MUST BE PREPAID!  

LAST DAY TO ORDER DINNERS: TODAY-AUGUST 22 

 

To order, choose ANY of the 4 ways:  
 

1. Scan QR  CODE (above) with Smartphone Camera and complete   

dinner info form. 
 

2. Go to www.stpeterclaverchurch.org; go to “Donation” Tab,   

choose “SPC Prepaid Dinners” and complete dinner info form. 
 

3. Give Cash orders after 10:00 AM Mass at  SPC. NEW 
 

4. Call 301-872-5460 to place an order  via phone. 
 

 

********************************************************************* 

LET’S DO IT AGAIN: 
 

The 2021 hoPE CAMPAIGN  

 
OUR GOAL IS $18,000.00! 

 

So far, we have collected $6,355 (35%) 
 

DONATE AND BECOME “A HOPE PROMOTER.” 

 

Contact our Parish Office (301-872-5460)  

or Wayne Barnes, chairman of the Labor Day Festival HOPE Campaign (301-580-5091) for more info. 

 

********************************************************************* 

http://www.stpeterclaverchurch.org/
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********************************************************************* 

A PERSPECTIVE: CAN SOMEONE BE PRO-LIFE AND PRO-COVID VACCINE? 
https://www.biola.edu/blogs/good-book-blog/2021/can-someone-be-
pro-life-and-pro-covid-vaccine 

One of the more controversial questions for Christians that I 
have seen a lot of discussion about in the past few months is 
this: If you are pro-life, how can you support a vaccine 
developed from a cell line derived from aborted babies? 
 
I think it’s possible to be an advocate for COVID-19 
vaccines and be pro-life at the same time. Here’s my 
reasoning. It is true that there are cell lines that were begun 
many years ago from aborted fetuses. Whether they were 
electively aborted or not is not entirely clear. But let’s 
assume that the cell lines were taken from tissue from electively aborted fetuses. To be clear, the cell line 
that is used in the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines is different from the one that is used in the Johnson & 
Johnson and AstraZeneca cell lines. Here’s an important distinction to make — there is a big difference 
between using fetal remains directly for a treatment and using the tissue from aborted fetuses to start a 
cell line.  
 
Just for a point of reference, the cell line that is used for the Pfizer and Moderna vaccine is called HEK293. 
That cell line was begun in the Netherlands in 1973 and has been active for more than 40 years. The 
reason that’s possible is that once the cell line has begun, it becomes “immortalized,” which means it is 
capable of dividing, reproducing and continuing on and on indefinitely, if it is in the right laboratory 
conditions. Once the cell line is immortalized it contains no fetal remains, no fetal parts. The fetal parts are 
used to jumpstart the cell line. 
 
The particular cell line in question, HEK 293, is used in numerous medical treatments. It’s used in the 
vaccines for Mumps, Measles, and Rubella (MMR). It’s used in treatments for diabetes, arthritis and 
many others. If you did not want to have any medical treatment, etc. that did not have this cell line, you 
would probably have to become something akin to a Christian Science practitioner and step out of 
medicine altogether. It’s been that impactful in medicine. I wasn’t aware of this until I started looking into 
the cell line in more detail. That particular cell line was harvested in the Netherlands and began during a 
time when only abortions in the case of the life of a mother being in danger were legal at the time. 
Whether that proves that it came from a morally justifiable termination of pregnancy or not, we can 
probably debate. However, I think the likelihood is that it came from an abortion that most people 
would recognize as being morally legitimate. Using this to produce these cell lines is quite different than 
using stem cells from aborted fetuses that are being aborted today to directly treat disease. 
 
What is important is to recognize how this cell line is used in the vaccine itself. There’s a difference in a 
cell line being used in the production of a vaccine and in the testing of a vaccine. For the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines, the HEK293 cell line was used only to test, in animals, the efficacy of the vaccine. They 
use a bit of the cell line to see if the antibodies are actually being produced by the vaccine. None of the cell 
line is used in the actual production of the vaccine. To emphasize that, none of the cell line is used, 

except for a very small part in the test and there are no fetal remains in any of the vaccines. The Johnson 
& Johnson and AstraZeneca vaccines are a little bit different because the cell line is used in the production 
of the vaccine. That cell line (PER C6) was begun in 1985, where cells from the retina of an aborted fetus 
were harvested and used.  
 

Here’s how I would describe the ethics of the situation. There’s a difference between impact and 
complicity. Just because something has an impact on a medical practice, doesn’t automatically make you 
complicit with the evil action. For example, one of the other well-known cell lines that has been produced, 
was harvested from a well-known African American woman, Henrietta Lacks, who had a tumor from which 
the cell line (HELA) was developed. This was done some time ago when consent was not what it was today. 
Being African American, her consent was considered irrelevant in any case at that time. As a result, the cell 
line is morally tainted because consent was not properly obtained, but the cell line has continued to be 
useful in treatments for some time. Even when none of us were complicit in the lack of consent, none of us 
who benefited from that are complicit in the abortion that took place to form these cell lines in the current 
vaccines. 
 

Another example might be during World War II, the Nazis did some grisly experiments on Jews in the 
concentration camps. Years later, there was a lot of debate over whether we ought morally to be able to 
use the data that was gathered from those experiments. If those experiments were going on today, we 
would say whether to use the data or not is completely beside the point — you have to stop the 
experiments. I would say to the use of the cell lines from aborted fetuses, if we were using aborted 
fetuses today to start cell lines, then we ought to stop doing that. Whether we can use the cell line or 
not is beside the point, we have to stop the practice. 
 
But we have stopped the practice. It is true that stem cells and fetal tissue from aborted fetuses are still 
being used for some things, but almost all stem cell treatments are using adult stem cells and using fetal 
tissue for direct treatments is not the same thing as jump starting a cell line. It’s the cell line that was 
begun years and years ago and has been immortalized. I think the proximity to that immoral act, if it was 
indeed that at all (see above the cell line HEK 293 may have come from a morally justifiable abortion), 
which I think is questionable, is so distant and so far removed that I think it takes away most allegations of 
complicity and renders them groundless. 
 

... Just because you benefit from an illicit practice doesn’t necessarily give you guilt or complicity in it. In 
a fallen world, complete distancing from all evil is not possible. Criteria for complicity include, as 
mentioned, that the original action is sufficiently distanced from the original evil act, that the association 
with the past or present evil act is uncertain, that the intent is for good and that the action does not 
reward, perpetuate, justify, or cooperate with the original evil. (See the statement by CMDA on moral 
complicity.) 
 

In summary, there is nothing problematic about the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines since they do not 
contain fetal materials and the cell line that was used likely came from a morally justifiable termination 
of pregnancy. Though the cell line for the Johnson & Johnson and AstraZeneca vaccines is used differently, 
in my view, those do not pose a problem either. This is because there are no fetal materials in the vaccines, 
these vaccines do not encourage abortions for medical research, nor are they complicit in elective 
abortions in such a way as to make the person receiving the vaccines culpable for association with evil. 
********************************************************************* 

https://www.biola.edu/blogs/good-book-blog/2021/can-someone-be-pro-life-and-pro-covid-vaccine
https://www.biola.edu/blogs/good-book-blog/2021/can-someone-be-pro-life-and-pro-covid-vaccine
https://cmda.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Moral-Complicity-with-Evil.pdf
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********************************************************************* 

HOLY  MASS WITH PRAYERS FOR HEALING & CONFESSION 

Celebrant for the Evening: 

FATHER DAN LEARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 9: 20-22 
 

20“A woman suffering hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him 

and touched the tassel
*
 on his cloak. 21She said to herself, “If only I can touch 

his cloak, I shall be cured.”
i
 22Jesus turned around and saw her, and said, 

“Courage, daughter! Your faith  
 

has saved you.” And from that hour the woman was cured.” 
 
 

All are Invited to Experience the Healing Power  
of  the Eucharist, Confession, and Prayer!  

 
********************************************************************* 

********************************************************************* 

A WEEK AT A GLANCE AT ST. PETER CLAVER 

********************************************************************* 

 
********************************************************************* 

FATHER SWINK PLANS TO VISIT EVERY 

PARISHIONER’S HOME  

on the first Tuesday of each month either at 
6:00PM or 6:30PM. If the sign ups, which are 
in a binder in the rear of the church, take off, 
he plans to add another day to accomplish 
this goal. At the homes, he hopes to eat 
dinner, pray the rosary, and bless the home. 
Please sign up. He can’t wait  to meet you and 
your family. 

********************************************************************* 

********************************************************************* 

SUN. 
Aug. 22 

MON. 
Aug. 23 

TUES. 
Aug. 24 

WED. 
Aug. 25 

THUR. 
Aug. 26 

FRI. 
Aug. 27 

SAT. 
Aug. 28 

GOSPEL 
MASS               

@ 10:00AM 
@SPC  

 
 

 LATIN 
MASS 

@12:30 
NOON 
@SPC 

Mass 
@ 

7:30AM                      
@  

St. Cecilia 
 
Latin 
Mass  

Mass 
@  

7:30AM 
@  
St. 

Cecilia 
 

 

Mass 
@  

7:30AM 
@  

St. Cecilia 
 

No Latin 
Mass 
 

NO BIBLE 
STUDY ON 
ACTS 
@7:00PM- 
9:00pm 
 
 

Mass 
@  

7:30AM 
@  

St. Cecilia 
 
 

Mass 
@  

7:30AM 
@  

St. Cecilia 
 

CPR Rosary 
@2PM; 

Dial-in #:                           
1-605-475-

4700  
Access #: 
870115  

Adoration of the 
Blessed 

Sacrament@7:00AM 
@ SPC 

 
Mass 

@  8:00AM 
@  

SPC 
 
 

AUGUST 2021 SCHEDULE OF MINISTRIES 
DATE WELCOMER LECTOR 

(1st Reading, 2nd Reading, 

Prayers of the Faithful & 

Announcements) 

COUNTERS 

22 Linda Yvonnne   Crystal & John 

29 Linda Venance     Sandy & Ann 

Archdiocese of Washington priest known globally for his gift of a healing 
ministry that changes bodies, minds, and hearts. Currently, he is the chaplain for 
the Sisters of Mary, who serve poor children in 7 countries around the world.  
Formerly, he served as pastor of St. Andrew Apostle Parish in Silver Spring, MD. 

 
Wednesday, August 25th, 2021 @ 7:00PM 

St. Cecilia Church, St. Mary’s City, MD 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/9
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/9
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********************************************************************* 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY SPONSORED BY SPC ON WEDNESDAYS 

 
IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO START THE JOURNEY THROUGH ACTS!                    

SEEK GOD’S WORD FOR YOU! 
TITLE:  
A SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE THROUGH THE BOOK OF ACTS 
 

DESCRIPTION:   To understand how the Holy Spirit worked through the 
apostles after Christ’s ascension and how He wants to work through us! 
 

NEXT SESSION: Wednesday, AUGUST 25, 2021,  7:00 – 9:00 PM  
 

REGISTRATION: Send an email (st.peterclaver@verizon.net) for info 

*********************************************** 
From this week’s Bible Study, our facilitator, Dr. Gail Yearick, played a YouTube in which a 
religious exposed the Blessed Sacrament in the streets as he presented the identity of  Jesus 
Christ in every book of the Bible. (A Catholic Adoration Flash Mob 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GnBoC_gMk9I) It was so POWERFUL! The discussion 
about it was also POWERFUL! Part of what the religious said is below (Part 1- Old 
Testament). The wording can be found in https://www.churchpop.com/2014/10/11/jesus-
every-book-bible-eucharistic-adoration-flash-mob/. Stay Tune for the New Testament! 

1. In Genesis, Jesus is the Seed of the Woman. 
2. In Exodus, He is the Passover Lamb. 
3. In Leviticus, He is the Priest, the Altar, and the Lamb of Sacrifice. 
4. In Numbers, He is a Pillar of Cloud by day and the Pillar of Fire by Night. 
5. In Deuteronomy, Jesus is the Prophet, like Moses. 

Come and kneel before Him now. 
6. In Joshua, Jesus is the Captain of Our Salvation. 
7. In Judges, He is our Judge and Lawgiver. 
8. In Ruth, He is our kinsman Redeemer. 
9. In 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel, He is our Trusted Prophet. 
10. In Kings and Chronicles, He is our Reigning King. 
11. In Ezra, He is the rebuilder of the broken-down walls of human life. 

Come and kneel before Him now. 
12. In Nehemiah, Jesus is our Restorer. 
13. In Tobit, He is the Messenger of New Life. 
14. In Judith, He is Weakness Turned into Victory. 
15. In Esther, He is our Advocate. 

16. In 1 Maccabees and 2 Maccabees, He is the Leader who dies for God’s law. 
Come and kneel before Him now. 

17. In Job, Jesus is our Ever-living Redeemer. 
18. In Psalms, He is our Shepherd. 
19. In Proverbs, He is our Wisdom. 
20. In Ecclesiastes, He is our Hope of Resurrection. 
21. In the Song of Songs, He is our Loving Bridegroom. 
22. In Wisdom, He is the emanation of God’s thought. 
23. In Ecclesiasticus (Sirach), Jesus is our security. 

Come and kneel before Him now. 
24. In Isaiah, Jesus is the Suffering Servant. 
25. In Jeremiah, He is the Righteous Branch. 
26. In Lamentations, He is our Weeping Prophet. 
27. In Baruch, He is the Mercy from the Eternal One. 
28. In Ezekiel, He is the One with the Right to Rule. 
29. In Daniel, Jesus is the Fourth Man in the fiery furnace. 

Come and kneel before Him now. 
30. In Hosea, Jesus is the Faithful Husband forever married to the sinner. 
31. In Joel, He is the One who Baptizes with the Holy Spirit of Fire. 
32. In Amos, He is the Restorer of Justice. 
33. In Obadiah, He is Mighty to Save. 
34. In Jonah, He is our great foreign missionary. 
35. In Micah, He is the feet of one who brings Good News. 

Come and kneel before Him now. 
36. In Nahum, Jesus is our stronghold 

in the day of trouble. 
37. In Habakkuk, He is God my Savior. 
38. In Zephaniah, He is the King of 

Israel. 
39. In Haggai, He is the signet ring. 
40. In Zechariah, He is our Humble 

King riding on a colt. 
41. In Malachi, Jesus is the Son of 

Righteousness. 
 
Come and kneel before Him now. 
 

*************************************************************** 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GnBoC_gMk9I
https://www.churchpop.com/2014/10/11/jesus-every-book-bible-eucharistic-adoration-flash-mob/
https://www.churchpop.com/2014/10/11/jesus-every-book-bible-eucharistic-adoration-flash-mob/
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********************************************************************* 

Most Holy Name of Mary:  

What's In a Name? 
By Jennifer Gregory Miller ( bio - articles - email ) | Sep 11, 2014 | In The Liturgical Year 
********************************************************************* 

      

September 12 marks the Optional Memorial of the 

Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a few 

days following the Memorial of her Nativity. This 

feast is the counterpart of the Optional Memorial of 

the Most Holy Name of Jesus. Honoring the Holy 

Name of Mary as a feast was originally established 

around 1513, with variations on the date through the 

centuries. It was removed (by Pope Paul VI) during 

the reform of the General Roman Calendar in 1969 

but restored by St. John Paul II as an optional 

memorial in 2002. 

 

There are two simple points of this feast to draw 

home today: the honoring of the name of Mary, 

and also understanding the importance of a 

name through our baptism. 

 

Revering the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary 

It is of such importance that we honor Jesus and His Holy Name. Our main inspiration comes 

from St. Paul to the Philippians 2:9-11: 
 

Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 
 

Reverence is extended for the Blessed Virgin Mary and her name. The Catholic 

Encyclopedia explains that "[w]e venerate the name of Mary because it belongs to her who is 

the Mother of God, the holiest of creatures, the Queen of heaven and earth, the Mother of 

Mercy....[T]he feast commemorates all the privileges given to Mary by God and all the 

graces we have received through her intercession and mediation." 

 

The Roman Missal includes directives to bow our heads in reverence at the names of 

Jesus, Mary, and the Saint of the Day when they are mentioned in the prayers of the 

liturgy.  
 

In the 18th century the Divine Praises or Laudes Divinae were added to the prayers at 

Benediction, but can be prayed many times in reparation for the many abuses to the name of 

Jesus and Mary. Included in the litany, we proclaim, “Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and 

Mother."… 
 

Our Name and Baptism 

With my apologies to Shakespeare, this feast day and the Holy Name of Jesus  helps us focus 

on the importance and significance of our own personal names. We are reminded of our 

reception of the sacrament of Baptism when we were given our name in Christ, which 

is more significant than our civil name. 
 

How does the Church guide us in choosing names? Canon 761 of the 1917 Code of Canon 

Law stated, "Pastors should take care that a Christian name is given to those whom 

they baptize; but if they are not able to bring this about, they will add to the name 

given by the parents the name of some Saint and record both names in the book of 

baptisms." The 1983 Code of Canon Law which is currently in effect still stresses the 

importance of a Christian name, Can. 855: "Parents, sponsors and parish priests are to 

take care that a name is not given which is foreign to Christian sentiment." 
 

So much thought and time goes into naming our children. We talk about passing on family 

names and perhaps naming after important people in our lives. Sometimes the meaning of 

the name is taken into consideration. We are attracted to some names and repulsed by 

others. We even try out the initials to make sure they flow well. 
 

Even since Biblical times, the naming of a child was of utmost importance. With the 

founding of Christianity and the spilling of the blood of the martyrs, the tradition of 

naming children after saints was two-fold: asking for intercession from the saint for 

the child, and also a saint for the child to emulate. …Our Christian names after saints 

indicate that association with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

So, at this feast of the Holy Name of Mary, we praise her greatness and seek her aid at the 

invocation of her holy name. We also consider our own Christian name, which was conferred 

at our baptism, when we became part of this family of Christ. Through the intercession of 

Mary and our patron saints, may we deepen our love of Christ our brother and love for our 

family in Christ, the Mystical Body of Christ. 
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