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ST. PETER CLAVER ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

St. Inigoes, MD 
 

“The Church on the Holy Hill  
Where the Joy of the Lord is Our Strength” 

 

WELCOMES YOU! 
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2020 
********************************************************************* 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised.  
 

Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever 
happen to you.”  
 

He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are thinking 
not as God does, but as human beings do." 
 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake will find it. 
 

What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?  Or what can one 
give in exchange for his life?  For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Father’s glory, 
and then he will repay all according to his conduct.” 
MATTHEW 16: 21-27  
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REV. SCOTT WOODS, PASTOR 
ST. PETER CLAVER CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

16922 St. Peter Claver Road, P. O. Box 240, St. Inigoes, MD 20684  
Phone: 301-872-5460; Email: st.peterclaver@verizon.net; Website: www.stpeterclaverchurch.org 

Parish Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/StPeterClaverChurchCommunity/ 
Parish Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/StPeterClaverCatholicChurch/ 

Father Scott’s Cell (Text Preferred): 301-512-1955 
Parish Secretary Cell (Fran Hawkins): 301-904-6514 

********************************************************************* 

SOME THOUGHTS ON TODAY'S SCRIPTURE 

https://www.sacredspace.ie/scripture/matthew-1621-27 

• REFLECTION 1 
If we are to be followers of Jesus, we need to let him lead, accepting that he will not lead us 
away from suffering, pain or difficulty. Instead of seeking our own benefit and gain, we allow 
every experience – even in moments of distress – to draw us into closer relationship with Jesus 
who invites us to lay our burdens on his shoulders. I pray that I may let go and grow in trust of 
God’s love for me. 
 

• REFLECTION 2 
Peter has just been congratulated as the rock on which Jesus will build his church. He is 
comfortable in a theology of grace and glory. Suddenly that rock looks sandy and unsafe. Jesus 
calls him abruptly out of his comfort zone into the real world where suffering must be faced 
(/cross/ is used here as a proverbial term for suffering and agony, not referring specifically to 
Jesus' crucifixion). 
 

Lord, I love to see you in beautiful churches, with music and warm light. Let me recognise you 
too in pain, loss and insecurity. 
 

One of the ideas in the gospel is that we take up the cross of doing what is right and being 
willing to bear it. Like parents who try to explain, cajole, encourage and define what is right for 
their children, even when they are thought foolish. Jesus bore a cross to the end of his 
convictions and love. 
 

Taking the cross is also accepting and living with pain, suffering of any sort, and the griefs of life 
we can do nothing about. Crosses may be inflicted on us by others. We know of people who 
have accepted a heavy burden in life and who ploughed tough furrows, through no fault of 
their own. They have been helped often by the example of the one who carried the cross to the 
end. Help often came to them also from family, friends and neighbours. 
 

On the way to Calvary, Jesus was helped by one man, remembered forever, Simon from Africa. 
Help can come from expected or unexpected quarters, but help there must be if we are to bear 
our crosses in life. In prayer we might ask how we help those near us carry the burdens of their 
lives.  
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PASTOR’S KEYBOARD 

This past week, I was asked to give a talk for the Diocese of Arlington on racism. The 
Bishop of Arlington has done a lot of work to try to create greater dialogue within his 
diocese about the issue of racism - how to understand it and how to fight it.   
 

If I have not previously told you this, you should know that I hate giving talks. This 
stems from my own insecurities from childhood.  Even homilies cause me a lot of 
anxiety.  While it’s not as bad as it once was, it still strikes at times and leads me to 

avoid giving talks outside of mass unless absolutely necessary.  I share this with you so you can pray for me 
and to reassure others, who like me, suffer from the same weakness.  Yes, I’m glad for this suffering; for in 
2 Corinthians 12:9, it says, “But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness. Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may 
rest on me.” 
 

When the head of the Diocese of Arlington Catholic Charities called and asked if I would be willing to give 
this talk, I felt fear and trepidation well up from within me,  and then I heard the Lord encourage me saying 
that I should give this talk.  Just before he called, I had been explaining to some of the summer helpers why 
so many people were marching, why they were angry, and what we were called to do to fight the evil of 
racism in all its forms, internal and external.  So it seemed to me to be Divine Providence that I would then 
receive a call right after this from a man I did not know to give a talk in a Diocese that was not my own on a 
topic that I have only touched upon in homilies and conversations .   
 

I knew that many who would be watching would not themselves be from a minority community.  Some 
were going to attend or watch online in order that they might understand better the problems that were 
causing racism, injustice, and oppression in our society.  Others already had their minds made up; they 
were either very supportive or very angry at what they thought was a non-issue causing unrest.  I knew I 
needed to find a way to address them all and to try to crack open hearts and minds so that the Lord might 
use me to help them to understand the evil that confronts us as a Church and as a society and how we are 
all called as brothers and sisters in Christ to shine forth the light to fight it.  I spent time in prayer and study 
and even got significant aid from a friend who was very informed.   
 

I’m not sure how it turned out in the end.  I know all 100 seats in the gym were reserved in a very short 
time and that over 1100 people watched online.  There were so many questions coming in that they said 
they would have to email me the rest due to the short time allowed for questions.  Many came up to me 
after the talk to comment or to tell me their stories with racism.  Some said they understood better; others 
said they were challenged to learn more; and still others were happy to hear their own experiences 
affirmed (even in the church).  But in the end, only the Lord knows how well these seeds will flourish in 
each of their hearts.  All I can do now is to pray that I spread them far and wide and that they will find good 
soil in which to grow and bear fruit.   
 

Please pray for this weak vessel of the Lord. May my fears not keep me back from preaching the gospel in 
season and out, when it is easy and when it is hard.  Pray that, as we approach what feels like the most 
contentious election of my lifetime, I will be able to boldly preach the fullness of the gospel and that we all 
have ears and hearts open to receive it and let it grow within us and bear fruit that will last. 
 

Your Brother and Father in Christ, 
Father Scott 

 
 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION:  8/23/2020 
 

Offertory Collection     $3,262.83 

Budgeted Offertory=      $2,900.00 
 

ACTUAL EXCEEDS BUDGET     $362.83 
 
 

WE MET OUR FINANCIAL GOAL THIS WEEK. 

SPC remains blessed in your giving!  

We are always appreciative of your generosity in financially supporting 

the costs associated with running the church and its ministries. 
 

We thank you for taking advantage of the 5 options that we have made 

available for you to continue to tithe with your weekly offertory or with 

your gift donation:  

1) Mail; 2) Mobile App; 3) Church’s Website; 4) Electronic Check; and 5) Text 
 

Please remember this: 

Whether you tithe or not, you will be kept in prayer and you are asked to 

pray for St. Peter Claver Church and the Church in general. 
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Matt Allen; Judson “Mark” Barnes; Wayne Barnes; Anita Birdine; 
Stephanie Bowman; Eric Briscoe; Louise Briscoe; Bertille Bryan; 
Mary Lou Bryan; Eva Butler; Tammy Campbell; Geraldine 
Carroll; Catherine Carter; John Carter; Chris Cassagnol; Gabriel 
Cassagnol; Shelly Cenci; Michael Chase; Kirk Crafton; Yvonne 
Cutchember; Nolan Davidson; Loretta Dove; Mary Dove; Helena 
Dutch; James Gant; Jessica Goldring; Virginia Harriston; Janice 
Hewlett; Jimmie Hill; Sister Marilyn Hopewell; Thelma Jones; 
Willie Jones; Patti Lachkovic; Kitty Ludwig; Heaven McClane; 
Horace McClane, Jr.; Dianne McCombs; Arnold Moreland; 
Eleanor Moland; Vernicia Morgan; Angie Prucha; Dinah 

Robinson; Frank Smith; Patricia Smith; Charles L. Spears; Mary Spears; Catherine Taylor; Joseph 
Taylor; Vernon Thomas; Estelle Thompson; Mary Elizabeth “Bede” Thompson; William “Bill” 
Thompson; Huntington Wiggins; Charles Winters; Gail Yearick.  
 

AND WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK AND SUFFERING FROM COVID-19,  
especially those who are in isolation (hospitals, nursing homes, ships, etc.) suffering alone;                   
our sick health care professionals who are suffering because they are dedicated to saving the 
lives of others; and our sick national guard and military who are suffering because they are 
dedicated to keeping our country safe. 
********************************************************************* 
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SPC’S WEEKLY CALENDAR 2020 

(Some Ministries are conducted with other churches: St. Cecilia’s, IHM, & St. Michael’s) 

********************************************************************* 

  

********************************************************************* 

AUGUST 2020 SCHEDULE OF MINISTRIES 

DATE WELCOMER LECTORS 

(1st Reading, Responsorial, 2nd Reading, 

Intercessions, and Announcements 

COUNTERS 

30 Fran Yvonne Sandy & Ann 
 

SEPTEMBER 2020 SCHEDULE OF MINISTRIES 
 

6 Fran Donna Stephanie & Wayne 

13 Fran Stephanie Robert  & Robert III 

20 Fran Ashley John & Crystal 

27 Fran Martin Sandy & Ann 

   

********************************************************************* 

AUGUST 30  Peaceful Repose of Their Souls:          

  THEODORE & ANTHONY CRAFTON 
                

Special Intentions: FRANK S. DOVE, JR. 
        

September 6 Mary Carroll & Veronica Carroll Rothwell (Peaceful Repose) 
  The Carroll Family (Special Intentions) 
September 13 William, Lorraine, Carl, and Joe Carroll (Peaceful Repose) 
September 20 Gerard and Tammy Campbell (Special Intentions) 
  Alice Pollack (Peaceful Repose) 
September 27 Christine Langley Harris & Agnes Medley Langley (Peaceful Repose) 
  The Langley Family (Special Intentions) 
********************************************************************* 
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SPC STAY CONNECTED WHILE WE ARE APART! 

• Parish Telephone: 301-872-5460 

• Parish email: st.peterclaver@verizon.net 

• Parish e-bulletin: Call the church or send an email to begin 
receiving it 

• Parish Website: www.stpeterclaverchurch.org 

• Parish Facebook Group: St. Peter Claver Church Community  

• Parish Facebook Page: St. Peter Claver Catholic Church 

• Father Scott’s Cell (Text Preferred): 301-512-1955 

• Parish Secretary Cell (Fran Hawkins): 301-904-6514 
********************************************************************* 

JOIN TO THE SPC ROSARY GROUP ON ITS CPR ROSARY LINE 
 “CALLED TO PRAY THE ROSARY” 
PRAY THE ROSARY ON FRIDAYS @ 2:00PM  

 

Toll Free Teleconference Line:  
Dial-in #: 1-605-475-4700  
Access #: 870115 
 

 
"For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst." 
Matthew 18:20 
 
Whether you join the rosary group or not, remember that somebody is praying for you every week 
on this CPR Line. Usually, it is Eva Butler, Loretta Dove, and Mary Spears. Thank these ladies 
when you see them. They are devoted to praying for your safety, health and spiritual formation 
and growth!  
 
There is a song (by Dorothy Norwood) that reminds us of their steadfast love: 
 

Somebody prayed for me, had me on their mind. They took the time and prayed for me 
I'm so glad they prayed. I'm so glad they prayed. I'm so glad they prayed for me. 
 
My parishioners prayed for me, had me on her mind. They took the time and prayed for me 
I'm so glad they prayed. I'm so glad they prayed. I'm so glad they prayed for me. 
 

********************************************************************* 
 

SPC PARISHIONERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE IN 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES COAT DRIVE COMING IN THE FALL 

      

PLEASE BEGIN TO CLEAN AND STORE YOUR 
NEW AND GENTLY USED COATS, ESPECIALLY 
SIZED XL AND LARGER COATS.  
Starting in November, SPC will partner with 
local organizations and collect coats for 
Catholic Charities USA.  

******************************************************************** 

SUN. 

Aug. 30 

MON. 

Aug.31 

TUES. 

Sept.1 

WED. 

Sept. 2 

THUR. 

Sept. 3 

FRI. 

Sept.4 

SAT. 

Sept. 5 

GOSPEL 
MASS               

@ 
10:00AM@ 

SPC  
 

LATIN MASS 
@12:00 

NOON AT 
SPC 

 

Mass 
@ 7:30AM                      

@ St. 
Cecilia 

 
LATIN 

MASS@ 
6:00PM@ 

SPC 

Mass 
@ 7:30AM 

@ St. 
Cecilia 

 
 
 
 
 

Mass 
@ 7:30AM 

@ St. 
Cecilia 

 
LATIN 
MASS  

@ 6:00PM 
@SPC 

 
 

Mass 
@ 7:30AM 

@ St. 
Cecilia 

 
 

First Friday 
Mass 

@ 7:30AM 
@ St.Cecilia 

 

CPR Rosary 
@2PM; 

Dial-in #:                           
1-605-475-

4700 Access #: 
870115 

First Saturday 
Mass 

Adoration of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament 
@7:00AM 

@SPC 
 

Mass 
@8:00AM 

@SPC 
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********************************************************************* 

SPC LABOR DAY FESTIVAL  

H.O.P.E. (HELPING OUT PEOPLE EAGERLY) CAMPAIGN  

“Taking our HOPE into the Future!” 

NOW UNTIL SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020 

********************************************************************* 

We have kicked off our 2020 Labor Day Festival HOPE Campaign. We are asking all parishioners to 

participate, realizing that some will be able to give more than others.   Our HOPE Campaign goal is to 

raise $18,000.00. This is the amount that we have cleared in previous years.  
 

Many thanks to those who have already started to give to this Campaign.  We have reached 30% of our 

goal because of your generosity. We are hopeful that everyone is reaching out to their family, friends and 
companies with which they do business to promote our Campaign and are following up with them. Please 
know that all donation will help us to help others as we sustain our parish.  
 

LEVELS OF GIVING: 

 

LEVEL NAME AMOUNT 

1 Legacy $1000.00 and Above 

2 Platinum $500.00-$999.99 

3 Gold $250.00-$499.99 

4 Silver $100.00-$249.99 

5 Bronze $60.00-$99.99 

6 Patron $30.00-$59.99 

 

4 WAYS OF GIVING: 

 

1.  MAIL: Send your check or money order made payable to St. Peter Claver (with HOPE in the memo) to 
the following address: St. Peter Claver Church, PO Box 240, St. Inigoes, MD 20684 
 

2. MOBILE APPLICATION: You can download our new mobile app 
Go to the appropriate app store to download the free Mobile App (Church by MinistryOne). Open the App 
and locate the church via zip (20684). Select “Saint Peter Claver Church” (SPCC). Follow the instructions. 
(Go to Labor Day Festival “HOPE”) 
 

3. CHURCH WEBSITE: (www.stpeterclaverchurch.org)  
Go to the website; locate “donate” on the navigation bar at the top; press the “donate” button; follow the 
simple instructions from “ParishSoft.” ((Go to Labor Day Festival “HOPE”) 
 

4. TEXT YOUR DONATION: 
Text To: 301-478-8765; Type as your message the word “GIVE”;  When you hit send, you will immediately 
receive a link from ParishSoft; click the link which will take you to the  St. Peter Claver Church giving page; 

select “Labor Day Festival HOPE Campaign”; go to the drop down box to select the level of desired 
giving; add the processing/convenience fee (2.5%) to your giving so that the church does not have to pick 
up the charge (optional); press the submit button.  
 

For  info, contact our Parish Office or Wayne Barnes, Campaign chairman. 

********************************************************************* 

******************************************************* 

SECOND COLLECTION SCHEDULE 2020 

(Please support these collections as much as you can. As you can imagine,  

they are being hit hard during COVID 19.) 
 

September 13, 2020 The Catholic University of America 

September 20, 2020 First District Catholic Aid Society 

October 11, 2020 World Missions/Propagation of the Faith 

October 18, 2020 First District Catholic Aid Society 

November 8, 2020 Priests of the Archdiocese Retirement Fund 

November 15, 2020 First District Catholic Aid Society 

December 13, 2020 Retirement for Religious  

December 20, 2020 First District Catholic Aid Society 

 
 

The First District Catholic Aid Society (FDCAS) helps clients in the first district of  

St. Mary’s County and parishioners in need from St. Michael’s, St. Peter Claver, and  

St. Cecilia’s. If you are in need of assistance with utilities or rent, please contact the 
First District Catholic Aid Society. You can reach them at 240-925-9354. 

 

The other collections are directed by the Archdiocese of Washington for various 

important causes. 

******************************************************* 

ST. CECILIA’S PANTRY IS HELPING & in need  
 

St. Cecilia’s Food Pantry is open on Mondays from 9:00AM to 
12:00PM. Come by to receive your pre-bagged food. Please wear 
your mask and maintain social distance. You can call St. Cecilia 
Church (301-862-4600) to ensure that the doors are open. 
 

In order to help others with their needs (foods and supplies), the 
pantry’s stock needs to be constantly replenished with specific 
items that seem to be most needed/desired.  
St. Cecilia’s Food Pantry is in need of non-perishable food items 
and hygiene products:  

 

• Hygiene Products -toilet paper, paper towels, disposable razors, toothpaste, bars of soap, 
deodorant. 

• Canned Meats –tuna, sardines, canned beef hash, beef stew, spam, chicken breast, chili, 
etc. 

• Fruit –applesauce, peaches, fruit cocktail, etc. 

• Soup –chicken noodle, vegetable soup, etc. 

• Vegetables –peas, sliced/whole potatoes, greens (collards, spinach), baked beans. Please, 
no mustard greens. 

• Canned Pasta–ravioli, spaghettios, beef-a-roni, etc. 

• Miscellaneous – mustard (20oz), ketchup (24oz), mayonnaise (15oz), salt, vegetable oil, 
cereal, oatmeal, grits, peanut, butter, jelly, complete pancake mix, syrup, stuffing mix, instant 
mashed potatoes, pork and beans. 

******************************************************* 



******************************************************* 
OUR MOTHER OF AFRICA CHAPEL  

(Today is the Dedication Anniversary at The Basilica Shrine in 1997) 
http://africaaccessreview.org/discover-africa-in-the-americas/united-states/discover-africa-in-washington-dc/our-mother-of-africa/ 
 

 “A gift to the National Shrine from African-American Catholics 
under the leadership of the Black Bishops of the United States and 
the National Black Catholic Congress, the chapel “is an enduring 
testimony to the abiding faith of the African American peoples 
and their unwavering devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary,” said 
Msgr. Walter Rossi, rector of the National Shrine. 
 

The chapel features a statue of Our Mother of Africa holding the 
Christ Child. The larger than life rendering faces a bas relief that 
illustrates the experiences of African Americans from the time of 
slavery until the civil rights movement. 
 

The bas relief – which is read from right to left – begins with slave traders kidnapping residents of an 
African village. It depicts the struggles of slaves and the hardships they endured. There are images of the 
fight for freedom and the Civil Rights movement. The image concludes with a modern day family 
stepping out of the image and leading towards Christ. Over all of this history hovers a dove, symbolizing 
the Holy Spirit and His loving care for His suffering children. 
 

The statue of Mary is depicted walking toward the bas relief and the Christ Child points to it – a symbol 
of Jesus’ and Mary’s attentiveness to the plight of African Americans and a call for all to look and learn 
the history of African Americans. 
 

The family stepping out of the bas relief reaches for the hand of Jesus on the nearby crucifix. The 
crucifix, which hangs over a marble altar, is completed in the tradition of the Entebene … of Tanzania. 
The body of Christ is completed in ebony hardwood and the cross is of cherry wood. 
 

The chapel is supported by seven pillars that represent the seven principals of African American society: 
Umoja (unity); Kujichagulia (self-determination); Ujima (collective work and responsibility); Ujamaa 
(family); Nia (prupose); Kuumba (creativity); and Imani (faith). 
 

The ceiling of the chapel is constructed of wood to recall the colonial homes in which the slaves were 
kept and to recall the hulls of the ships which brought the slaves to America. 
 

Carved in marble in Ge’ez, the ancient Ethiopian liturgical language, are two passages from Isaiah (49:15 
and 9:1, 3, 5). One evokes Mary’s tenderness for her children, the other is a promise that a redeemer will 
be born upon whose shoulder dominion rests and who will smash the rod of the taskmaster. 
 

At the entrance to the chapel on the is a stylized depiction of a 17th-century slave ship. Throughout the 
chapel are etchings of fish and water – symbols of Christ and reminders of the slaves’ crossing the ocean 
from Africa to America. 
 

There are also sculptural busts of the four evangelists, and iron gates depicting the Acacia Tree. The tree, 
a species native to Africa, has deep roots and can survive through drought and famine. It is a metaphor  
for Black Catholics whose faith survived during years of enslavement and hardship… Catholic Standard   

 

************************************************************ 

********************************************************** 

CELEBRATING THE FEAST DAYS OF ST. MONICA & HER SON, ST. AUGUSTINE 
https://aleteia.org/2016/12/28/prayer-to-st-monica-help-my-child-turn-to-christ/ 

Beloved Saint Monica, Mother of the great saint, Augustine of Hippo 
— Father and Doctor of the Church — had her hands full with her son 
who was both a brilliant student and something of a youthful 
hedonist, fathering a child out of wedlock at the age of 19.  
 

A Christian woman married to a Pagan, Monica watched her son’s 
journey and prayed faithfully for his conversion to Christ. For many 
years, she prayed that Augustine’s heart and mind would finally 
become open — that he might have an authentic encounter with 
Christ and thus be re-formed, and re-oriented toward the will of God. 

 

Her faithfulness was gratified, and in one of the most moving portions of Augustine’s Confessions, he 
related how clearly Monica identified her life’s mission as delivering her children into the life of faith. In 
Ostia, she said to him in wonder, “Son, as far as I am concerned, nothing in this life now gives me any 
pleasure. I do not know why I am still here, since I have no further hopes in this world. I did have one 
reason for wanting to live a little longer: to see you become a Catholic Christian before I died. God has 
lavished his gifts on me in that respect, for I know that you have even renounced earthly happiness to be 
his servant. So what am I doing here?” Days later, she fell ill with a fever and told Augustine and his 
brother to bury her there — to take no concern over her earthly remains, but asking for one favor: 
“…That you remember me at the altar of the Lord wherever you may be.” 
 

Saint Monica is the patron saint of people in difficult marriages, difficult children, and the conversion of 
relatives, particularly one’s own children. She is the consoling friend in heaven who wholly understands 
the despair of parents who feel helpless and confused as they watch their children drift away from the 
church. As Monica prayed and fasted for her children to come to know Christ Jesus, she is our powerful 
companion and intercessor to all who feel confounded by the “journeys” of their sons and daughters. 
 

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
under the weight of my heartful burden, I turn to you, dear Saint Monica and request your assistance 
and intercession. 
From your place in heaven, I beg that you will plead before the Throne of the Holy One, for the sake of 
my child, [Name], who has wandered from the faith, and all that we have tried to teach. 
I know, dear Monica, that our children belong not to us, but to God, and that God often permits this 
wandering as part of one’s journey toward Him. Your son, Augustine, wandered, too; eventually he 
found the faith, and came to believe, and in that belief became a true teacher. 
Help me, therefore, to have patience, and to believe that all things — even this disappointing movement 
away from the faith — work ultimately to His own good purposes. For the sake of my child’s soul, I pray 
to understand and trust in this. 
St. Monica, please teach me to persist in faithful prayer as you did for your son’s sake. Inspire me to 
behave in ways that will not further distance my child from Christ, but only draw [Name] gently towards 
his marvelous light. Please teach me what you know about this painful mystery of separation, and how it 
is reconciled in the re-orientation of our children toward heaven. 
O Saint Monica, lover of Christ and His Church, pray for me, and for my child [Name], that we may 
acquire heaven, joining with you, there, in offering constant and thankful praise to God, Amen. 

********************************************************** 
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******************************************************* 
USCCB ON 2020 “THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON” 

WASHINGTON - This Friday, August 28 marks the 57th anniversary of the 1963 
March on Washington where Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered 
his “I Have A Dream” speech. In this historic address, he proclaimed that 
when the builders of our nation wrote the words of the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence, “they were signing a promissory note to which 
every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, 
black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the unalienable rights 
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

 

Bishop Shelton J. Fabre of Houma-Thibodaux, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
(USCCB) Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism offered a reflection on Dr. King’s iconic words on the 
anniversary:  
“That promissory note must be satisfied. On this Friday’s anniversary, in the midst of our country’s ongoing 
racial unrest, we restate our commitment to peacefully seeking racial justice. We stand in solidarity with 
Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki of Milwaukee, which serves the City of Kenosha, who earlier this week said, 
‘Violence can never be the means to attain peace and justice. The Church stands as a beacon of hope. The 
sins of violence, injustice, racism, and hatred must be purged from our communities with acts of mercy, 
with the protection and care for the dignity of every human person, with respect for the common good, 
and with an unwavering pursuit of equality and peace.’ 
 

“We reiterate the value of those whose human life and dignity in this country are marginalized through 
racism and our need to fight for them including the unborn. Considering the violence in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, and in other cities across the nation, we urge all people of faith to observe August 28 or the 
Feast of St. Peter Claver on September 9 as a day of fasting and prayer.  
 

We urge Catholics to consider attending the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and offer your participation in 
reparation for sins of racism to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We invite the faithful to also consider praying 
the rosary, the USCCB’s Prayer Service for Racial Healing, and for the intercession of the saints who have 
fought for racial equality such as St. Katharine Drexel and St. Peter Claver. We must continue to engage 
the battle against the current evils of our society and in the words of Dr. King, refuse to believe ‘that the 
bank of justice is bankrupt.’ Dr. King’s dream, as he himself said, is deeply rooted in the American Dream. 
Let us not forget the price that he and so many courageous witnesses of all faiths and creeds paid to bring 
us to this moment.” 
 

https://www.usccb.org/news/2020/wake-kenosha-violence-us-bishops-chairman-committee-against-racism-urges-day-prayer- 
 

*********************************************************** 

Our responsibility as citizens 
and as the faithful: To Complete 
the Census and to Vote!  
Remember to go to 

https://my2020census.gov/ to 
complete the Census and to 
https://elections.maryland.gov 
to get voting information.  

******************************************************************** 

****************************************************** 
THE CHURCH IS NON-PARTISAN! 

PLEASE DO NOT DISTRIBUTE MATERIAL  
ON THE CHURCH’S PROPERTY EITHER ON, FOR, OR 

FROM ANY OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES. 

THIS IS THE LAW FOR NONPROFITS!  

****************************************************** 

THANKS FOR BRINGING YOUR CHILDREN TO THE SACRAMENTS!  
 

Father is always prepared to administer the Sacraments of 
the Church. Please contact the Parish Office or Father Scott 
directly to discuss scheduling Baptism, First Communion, 
Confirmation, Confession, Anointing of the Sick or 

Matrimony. COVID-19 is no match for the 

graces provided by the Sacraments. 
********************************************************************* 

DOES YOUR MARRIAGE NEED HELP? 

Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it only 
make it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps 
couples through difficult times in their marriage. To register for the 
upcoming program beginning with a weekend on September 4th - 
September 6th, 2020, please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.org, call 
(443) 400-7017, or email: 3015@retrouvaille.org 
 

********************************************************************* 
 

COME AND WORSHIP WITH US AT ST. PETER CLAVER CATHOLIC CHURCH! 

• You are invited to return to St. Peter Claver where you 
can experience God’s mercy, love, kindness, and 
unbounded generosity with other worshippers who, 
though not perfect, love the Lord nonetheless in spirit 
and in truth.  

• Here at St. Peter Claver, we desire that you encounter 
the incredible gift of mercy with us at whatever point 
you find yourself in your life. 

• Encountering mercy means encountering God. It can 
transform your life, your relationships, your work, and 
your ability to embrace and experience all of life.  

• God’s unfailing mercy will strengthen, heal, and equip 
you to fulfill his plan for your life.  

• “God doesn't tire of us,” Pope Francis has said, but 
“we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.”  

• We pray that, while worshipping with us, you have experienced our motto: “We are Spirit-
Led, Gospel Fed, and Mercy Filled, where the joy of the Lord is our strength.”  

• If you felt welcomed, let us know; if you did not, let us know; and we will get back to you. 
Contact us at 301-872-5460 or st.peterclaver@verizon.net  
 

****************************************************************** 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/prayer-service-racial-healing-our-land
https://www.usccb.org/resources/2020%20St.%20Peter%20Claver.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/news/2020/wake-kenosha-violence-us-bishops-chairman-committee-against-racism-urges-day-prayer-and
https://my2020census.gov/
https://elections.maryland.gov/
https://retromd.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d3f5ee46b9f8f87e7d07a8eb&id=b88bb4cd7b&e=ab6ebab9e7
mailto:3015@retrouvaille.org
mailto:st.peterclaver@verizon.net

