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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY  

OCTOBER 3, 2021 

*********************************************** 

*********************************************** 

MARK 10:2-16  
 

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, "Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his 
wife?" They were testing him. 
 

He said to them in reply, "What did Moses command you?"  
 

They replied, 
"Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of divorce and dismiss her." 
 

But Jesus told them, 
"Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this commandment. But from 
the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, no human being must separate."  
 

In the house, the disciples again questioned Jesus about this.  
 

He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery 
against her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits 
adultery." 
 

And people were bringing children to him that he might touch them, but the disciples 
rebuked them. 
 

When Jesus saw this, he became indignant and said to them, 
"Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a 
child will not enter it." 
 

Then he embraced them and blessed them, placing his hands on them. 
********************************************************************* 

 

Loving Lord, 
You know our every weakness, every dark corner of our 
souls, every place of sadness and badness and fear. 
You see the hidden hurts and the scars of years. You see 
our failings and our longings. Our sin. All these you see. 
For all these you died. Thank you. Amen            
 

(https://reflectionary.org/2015/09/28/mark-102-16/) 
 

********************************************************************* 

mailto:st.peterclaver@verizon.net
http://www.stpeterclaverchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StPeterClaverCatholicChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StPeterClaverChurchCommunity/
https://reflectionary.org/2015/09/28/mark-102-16/
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REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL:  

https://www.catechistaide.com/2018/10/03/27th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-mark-102-16/ 
 

 
Marriage and divorce 
In the first part of the Gospel reading (Mark 
10:2-16), the Pharisees approach Jesus and 
test him by asking whether it is permissible 
under God’s law for a married couple to 
divorce.  
 
Jesus quickly draws a distinction between 
divorce as allowed by Moses and the 
permanency that God wills for marriage. 
Jesus clarifies that Moses permitted them to 
divorce because of their “hard hearts.” In 
other words, they had closed their hearts to 
God’s will. The people placed their own 
desires before what God had commanded. 
Jesus recalled that from the beginning, God 
intended that marriage be a permanent, 
lifelong union between a man and a woman. 
 

Things are not all that different today. There continues to be a growing list of challenges to 
marriage. We all know someone, or we have ourselves experienced the pain of divorce in our 
families and among our friends. We are not called to judge, but to bring compassion and offer 
prayers of support for all those affected by the breakup of a family. 
 
Bringing their children 
The reading continues with what seems to be a disconnected event. People begin bringing their 
children to Jesus in the hopes that he might bless them. As this is happening, we read that the 
disciples “rebuked them.” We can picture in our minds, the disciples turning away people as 
they approach Jesus with their children. Perhaps they thought that the children might interrupt 
or annoy Jesus. Our young teens can relate to this scene all too easily. In fact, all of us can 
surely recall an experience where, as younger children, we were admonished to be seen and not 
heard. 
 
But it’s not these young innocents who are But it’s not these young innocents who are 
bothering Jesus. The only thing annoying him at the moment is his disciples turning them away. 
 The Gospel tells us that Jesus became indignant. He instructs the disciples to let the children 
come to him, and he goes on to say that “the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 
 

Accepting the kingdom 
Then Jesus gets to the heart of the matter. He says, “Amen, I say to you, whoever does not 
accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.” So, first of all, we know this is really 
important because Jesus begins by saying “Amen, I say to you.” This is Biblical code for “listen 
up because I’m about to drop a truth bomb!” What I find most interesting here is that Jesus says 
that we need to accept the kingdom of God. He does not say that we must work hard to earn it, 
only that we accept it; and we can only accept that which is offered to us. 
 
The second part of the statement tells us how we are to accept the kingdom of God – like a 
child. There are many child-like qualities that would make us good candidates for citizens of 
God’s kingdom, but the one that is possibly the most important is dependence.  If we read back 
in verse 13 it says, “And people were bringing their children to him.” These were not young 
school-aged children who could have easily run up to Jesus on their own. The children that 
people were bringing to Jesus were babies – infants.  These little ones were totally dependent 
on their parents for everything. Jesus is telling us in this Gospel reading that if we are to enter 
the kingdom of God, we must be completely dependent on Him, His love and His Word. 
 
Being Child-like 
How do we become like children? I think it starts with recognizing that everything we have, and 
more importantly everything we need, comes from God. As we get older we like to think that we 
can handle things on our own. We don’t like to think of ourselves as being needy, but that is 
exactly what we must do. Accompanying that understanding is trust. Little children trust that 
their parents will provide for them. We must place our trust in God that He will provide for our 
needs. And like little children, who know to turn to their parents for help, we must continually 
bring our worries, our concerns, and our problems, to our heavenly Father. Finally, we must be 
obedient, like little children, to God our Father, and His will for our lives. 
********************************************************************* 
 

COME & TAKE ADVANTAGE OF   THE GRACE  

OF CONFESSION! 

 

One of the greatest ways we show 

humility is by confessing our sins! 

Confessions are now heard at SPC:                     

• Sundays immediately before and after 

Mass  

• Wednesdays from 4-6pm just prior to 

Mass at 6:00pm, 

• Saturday mornings before and after 

8:00am Mass. 

 

YOU DON’T REMEMBER HOW TO MAKE A CONFESSION?  

COME ANYWAY! YOU WILL BE HELPED EVERY STEP OF THE WAY!  

********************************************************************* 

https://www.catechistaide.com/2018/10/03/27th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-mark-102-16/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A2-16&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A2-16&version=NABRE
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********************************************************************* 

MASS OUTSIDE, NEW PARISHIONER WELCOME & FAMILY PICNIC 

10:00AM Mass is scheduled to be held on the Outside 

on THIS SUNDAY, Sunday, October 3rd, 

2021. It will serve as a kickoff of “A Fellowship 

Outing” where parishioners are encouraged to bring 

their own “picnic lunch” with blankets and lawn chairs 

and eat it on the grounds as we welcome New 

Parishioners and Mr. Roy and others will play music. 

Sign up to volunteer in the SPC’S ministries. 

FAMILY, FOOD & FELLOWSHIP! 
 

********************************************************************* 
 

 

********************************************************************* 
 

HELP! HELP! HELP! 

 

1. Sacristans: Set up for Mass & Adoration & maintain the sacristy. 
2. Cleaners: Help once a month to clean the Church or the rectory. 
3. Welcomer: Invite people to prepare for Mass. 
4. Lectors: Proclaim the Word of the Lord. 
5. Livestreamers: Record the Masses for Facebook. 
6. Altar Servers: Serve to assist Father in celebrating the Mass 

********************************************************************* 

FATHER LARRY’S KEYBOARD 

“What is God’s Plan for Marriage?” 

 

 

This week on RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY, Jesus puts forth God’s plan for marriage… 
 

1. Marriage is forever:  Jesus says, “Therefore, what God has joined together, no human being 
must separate.”  Today, one half of marriages in the United States end up in divorce.  Jesus 
died on the Cross to give couples the grace to stay together in good times and in bad, until 
death do them part…” 
 

2. Marriage is about faithfulness: Jesus says, “Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote 
this commandment.”  Jesus is replying to the Pharisees who said” “Moses permitted a 
husband to write a bill of divorce and dismiss her.” 
 

3. Marriage is about fruitfulness:  Notice this week the Responsorial psalm says:  “Your wife 
shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of your home; your children like olive plants 
around your table.” 

 
One of the primary reasons men and women divorce is because, over 
time, their hearts are “hardened” because one or both stop being 
faithful to showing true love to one another.  A great book for couples 
to read is “The 5 Love Languages.”  In this book, the author Gary 
Chapman explore the 5 ways men and women express love.  The book 
helps a wife and husband to figure out what makes their spouse feel 
loved.  Inevitably, when a couple does this and is faithful to this, the 
marriage becomes very strong.  Also, faithfulness to prayer and the 
sacraments make a couple fireproof in their relationship. 
 

In addition, anything that takes one’s heart away from that of the other 
marriage partner must go!  That can be anything from a “particular 
friendship” with a person of the opposite sex at work that is too 
emotionally charged, an addiction to pornography, to a hobby that 
draws too much time away from your spouse and children. 
 

Finally, marriage is about having children that God wants a couple to have.  John Paul II, in a homily 
when he came to the United States, said:  “Fathers and Mothers give your sons and daughters the gift 
of brothers and sisters.”  The catechism of the Catholic Church states:  “By its very nature, the 
institution of marriage and married love is ordered to the procreation and education of offspring.”  A 
married couple is called to be open to children and raise them to know God. 
******************************************************************** 

OCTOBER 2021 SCHEDULES OF MINISTRIES 

DATE WELCOMER LECTORS 
(1st & 2nd Readings & 

Prayers of the Faithful) 

COUNTERS 

3 Fran Robert Stephanie and Wayne 

6 n/a Teri n/a 

10 Linda Stephanie Robert Jr and Robert III 

13 n/a Martin n/a 

17 Linda John John and Crystal 

20 n/a Venance n/a 

24 Fran Crystal Sandy and  Ann 

27 n/a Fran n/a 

31 Fran Sheila Stephanie and Wayne 



4 

 

******************************************************************** 

 
SPC CCD Registration will be held until                 
October 10th.  
 

The SPC virtual on-line CCD program kicked off 
successfully on Monday, September 20th.   
 
Please contact Sheila Berlin or the Parish Office if 
you have any questions. 

******************************************************************** 

 

Are you interested in serving on SPC’S Parish Council? 

TRAINING FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED! 
The Archdiocese of Washington (ADW) will be coming to SPC on Saturday,             

October 23, 2021 to train those interested in becoming more knowledgeable about the 
purpose, functions, and processes of a parish pastoral council. The training will start immediately 
after 8:00AM Mass and will last until 12:00 Noon. (Of course, all are strongly encouraged to attend 
Mass prior to the meeting.) 
 

Training will be offered to all parishioners who are interested in serving on the Council, whether 
those holding positions at the end of Father Scott’s reassignment or those who have never held 
positions on the Council. Everyone is asked to register by contacting the Parish Office. This training is 
mandatory for all who are willing to serve.  
 

********************************************************************* 

OUR PARISH LIST OF THE SICK AND THOSE WHO REQUEST PRAYER 
 

Dennis Allen; Wayne Barnes; Marerijha Bibbs; Bertille 
Bryan; Eva Butler; Tammy Campbell; Geraldine Carroll; 
Nola Carroll; Catherine Carter; Chris Cassagnol; Phyllis 
Curtis; Michael Chase; Kirk Crafton; Margaret Doyle; 
Bonnie Elward; James Gant; Jessica Goldring; Janice 
Hewlett; Ernest Hall; Jimmie Hill; Sister Marilyn 
Hopewell; Michael Jones; Thelma Jones; Jaleesa 
Matthews; Arnold Moreland; Eleanor Moland; Angie 
Prucha; Jordan Redman; William Smith; Charles L. 
Spears; Mary Spears; Vernon Thomas; Bernard 
Thompson; Estelle Thompson; Gail Yearick 

 

********************************************************************* 

******************************************************************** 

NICK WALLMARK is one of the new faces you see 

playing with the band/choir during 10am mass on 

Sundays. As a bass player he has played with a variety of 

local/regional bands since the early 90’s. As a Catholic he 

has always felt the deepest inspiration and presence of God 

in the mass when the music and choir add a sincere 

element of celebration to the word and true presence of 

Christ in the eucharist. He says, “the opportunity to play 

with the SPC gospel band truly is a blessing, and I have 

found great fellowship with the other members and the 

SPC community as a whole. Joining this parish feels like a 

homecoming.” 

 

Nick is originally from Anacostia in Washington DC, and as a young boy moved with his family to 

Prince Frederick, MD. He attended St John Vianney parish in Prince Frederick growing up and Our 

Lady Star of the Sea in Solomons where he and his wife, TRISH were married in 2016 prior to 

moving to Ridge, MD in 2018. Between them they have 3 (mostly) grown kids, Madalynn, Rhianna, 

and Jake.  

 

Trish is a local Realtor and Nick has worked as a Federal 

Contractor in Information Technology since 1998, including 

as an employee of Fran and Steve Hawkins. “I remember a 

conversation I had with Steve a few years back about St Peter 

Claver and never forgot the great things he described to me. 

Once the grip of the pandemic began to loosen I knew it was 

time to find a new parish. After attending my first mass at 

SPC earlier this year I immediately felt this was my new 

parish.” 
******************************************************************** 

 
What: Roman Catholic Mass & Blessing of the Fleet 
Where: St. Clement's Island in Colton's Point, Maryland  
Site of Maryland's first colonial landing in 1634 and 
birthplace of religious freedom in America.  
When: Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 3:00 PM.   
Admission: $10.00 (children 10 and Under: Free) 
Includes Boat rides to St. Clements Island to attend 
Mass and St. Clements Island Museum.   
Sponsor: Optimist International Friend of the Youth.  
Contact: John Laychak, Blessing of the Fleet Chair, 
410-610-3457 or gamehunter.md@yahoo.com. 
 

********************************************************************* 
 

mailto:gamehunter.md@yahoo.com
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WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION:  09/26/2021 

 

Offertory Collection     $3,408.75 

Budgeted Offertory=      $3,000.00 

 

OFFERTORY EXCEEDS BUDGET   +$408.75 

 

WE DID MEET OUR FINANCIAL GOAL LAST WEEK!  

 

SPC continues to remain blessed in your giving to support 

 the running of the church and its ministries. 

 

There are 5 ways to continue to tithe                                                                              

with your weekly offertory or gifts: 

1) Mail; 2) Mobile App; 3) Church’s Website; 4) Electronic Check; and 5) Text 
 

Please remember this: 

 

Whether you tithe or not, you will be kept in prayer, and you are 

asked to pray for St. Peter Claver Church and the Church in general. 

********************************************************************* 
 

LET’S DO IT AGAIN: 
 

The 2021 hoPE CAMPAIGN  

 
OUR GOAL IS $18,000.00! 

 

So far, we have collected $10,760 (60%) 
 

 

DONATE AND BECOME “A HOPE PROMOTER.” 

 

Contact our Parish Office (301-872-5460)  

or Wayne Barnes, chairman of the Labor Day Festival HOPE Campaign (301-580-5091), for more info. 

********************************************************************* 

********************************************************************* 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 3, 2021 

 

PEACEFUL REPOSE OF THE SOULS: 

EMMA HALL 

  

             SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 

                       ERNEST HALL 
 

 

October 10  Mary Catherine Allen (Special Intentions) 
  Margaret Allen (Peaceful Repose) 
 

October 17 Darlene Barnes (Special intentions) 
  Vannette and Robinson Barnes (Peaceful Repose) 
 

October 24 The Hawkins Family (Special Intentions) 
Ignatius and Raymond Hawkins (Peaceful Repose) 

 

October 31 The Barnes Family 
Malinda and James Barnes (Peaceful Repose) 

 

Offering a Mass for a specific intention is a beautiful tradition in the Catholic Church. The tradition also is 
that a stipend is given, made payable to SPC; however, a stipend is not required. 
****************************************************************** 

FEAST DAY  (9-29): OH THOSE ANGELS 
Angels—messengers from God—are not like 
the saints on the Church's calendar who were 
all human beings. Angels are spiritual beings 
created on a higher order. Several different 
kinds (or ranks) of angels are mentioned in the 
Bible: angels, archangels, cherubim, 
seraphim, thrones, choirs, dominions, 
principalities, and powers. The primary duty of 
the Archangels is to carry out the will of God, 
as it relates to humankind. Angels appear 
frequently in Scripture, but only Michael, 

Gabriel and Raphael are named. Michael appears in Daniel’s vision as “the great prince” 
who defends Israel against its enemies; in the Book of Revelation, he leads God’s armies to 
final victory over the forces of evil. Gabriel also makes an appearance in Daniel’s visions, 
announcing Michael’s role in God’s plan. His best-known appearance is an encounter with 
Mary, who consents to bear the Messiah. Raphael is confined to the Old Testament story of 
Tobit where he guides Tobit’s son Tobiah through a series of adventures which lead to a 
happy ending: Tobiah’s marriage to Sarah, the healing of Tobit’s blindness, and the 
restoration of the family fortune. The memorials of Gabriel and Raphael were added to the 
Roman calendar in 1921. The 1970 revision of the calendar joined their individual feasts to 
Michael’s.  http://togetherwithgodsword.com/commentaries-on-the-daily-gospel-of-the-mass.html 
****************************************************************** 

http://togetherwithgodsword.com/commentaries-on-the-daily-gospel-of-the-mass.html
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********************************************************************* 
OCTOBER---THE MONTH OF… 

October has been traditionally known as the 
month of the Rosary. The feast of "Our Lady of 
the Rosary" is attributed to a vision of the 
Blessed Mother to Saint Dominic. The Rosary 
("rose garden") is called the "Psalter of Mary" 
because its 150 "Aves" (all 15 decades) 
correspond to the number of psalms. The 
Rosary has been called the "Jesus Prayer" of 
Western Catholicism. While saying the prayers 
of each decade, the person meditates on the 
mysteries of our Lord and Lady's life. 
 
During this Year of St. Joseph, each of us can 
find in him “an intercessor, a support and a 
guide in times of trouble”. Joseph shows us how 
to say “yes” to life, despite our own fears, 
frailties, and weaknesses. For it is Joseph who 
was “chosen by God to guide the beginnings of 
the history of redemption. He was the true 
‘miracle’ by which God saves the child and his 
mother” 
 
We acknowledge the women and couples who 
suffered loss and bereavement of those who 
have had a miscarriage or infant death, 
including stillbirth, Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome (SIDS), or any death of a newborn. 
The research shows that approximately 25 
percent of pregnancies end in miscarriage. 
Miscarriage can cause a flood of emotions and 
feelings of pain and loss.  
 
Domestic violence is a hidden scourge . Those 
who are victimized often keep it a private matter 
for various reasons: fear, shame, well-intended 
efforts to preserve the family. Statistics suggest 
1 in 4 women experience domestic violence in 
their lifetime, and 3 in 4 Americans are reported 
to know a victim; most episodes are not 
reported to the authorities. The majority of 
victims are female, about 15% are males. 
https://www.usccb.org/prolife/life-matters-domestic-violence 

********************************************************************* 
How Common Is Breast Cancer? 
Breast cancer is the most common cancer in 
American women, except for skin cancers. The 
average risk of a woman in the United States 
developing breast cancer sometime in her life is 
about 13%. This means there is a 1 in 8 chance she 
will develop breast cancer. This also means there 
is a 7 in 8 chance she will never have the disease. 

 

Current year estimates for breast cancer 
The American Cancer Society's estimates for breast cancer in the United States for 2021 are:  

• About 281,550 new cases of invasive breast cancer will be diagnosed in women.  

• About 49,290 new cases of ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS) will be diagnosed.   

• About 43,600 women will die from breast cancer. 
 

Trends in breast cancer incidence 
In recent years, incidence rates have increased by 0.5% per year. 
 

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death in women. (Only lung cancer kills 
more women each year.) The chance that a woman will die from breast cancer is about 1 in 39. 

THE KEYS TO LIFE: 

INCREASED KNOWLEDGE! EARLY DETECTION! EARLY INTERVENTION! 
 

https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/about/how-common-is-breast-cancer.html 
********************************************************************* 
 

Memorial of Saint Thérèse 
of the Child Jesus, virgin and 
doctor of the Church 
Thérèse was born to a 
middle-class French family. 
Her father was a 
watchmaker. Her mother, a 
lace maker, died of breast 
cancer when Thérèse was 
only four.  
 

Thérèse became a Carmelite nun at age 15, taking the name of Thérèse of the Child Jesus. She 
defined her path to God as "The Little Way," which consisted of love and trust in God. She is called 
the "Little Flower" because she saw herself as a common blossom whose simple beauty offers 
praise to God. At the direction of her spiritual director, and against her wishes, she dictated her 
famed autobiography “Story of a Soul.”  
********************************************************************* 

https://www.usccb.org/prolife/life-matters-domestic-violence
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/about/types-of-breast-cancer/dcis.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/about/how-common-is-breast-cancer.html
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********************************************************************* 

Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels 
Catholics believe in the existence of angels and 
in the participation of angels in God’s plan of 
salvation.  
 
Throughout the Scriptures, angels have played 
an important role in God’s revelation to 
humanity.  An angel is a pure spirit created by 
God who constantly praises and glorifies God. 
Unlike saints, angels were never human and 
living on earth.  
 
The word angel means “messenger” 
(Greek: angelos) and as messengers of God, 
angels can be seen as spiritual beings who 
communicate God’s love and presence to us on 
earth. They make known God’s plan and can 

challenge people to grow in holiness. Angels also guard and protect us – these angels are 
known as “guardian angels.”  
 
Devotion to the angels began to develop with the monastic tradition. St. Benedict gave it 
impetus and Bernard of Clairvaux, the great 12th-century reformer, was such an eloquent 
spokesman for the guardian angels that angelic devotion assumed its current form in his day. 
A feast in honor of the guardian angels was first observed in the 16th century. In 1615, Pope 
Paul V added it to the Roman calendar.  
********************************************************************* 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTION FOR OCTOBER, 2021 
 

MISSIONARY DISCIPLES 
We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in evangelization, available to 

the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has the flavor of the Gospel.  
 

********************************************************************* 

ADW National Collection Schedule                                                        

For the Remainder of 2021 

 
October 24   World Mission Sunday 
 
November 14  Priests of the Archdiocese Retirement Fund  
 
December 12  Retirement Fund for Religious  
 
********************************************************************* 

********************************************************************* 

PLEASE JOIN SPC FOR THE 2021 PUBLIC SQUARE 

ROSARY CRUSADE 
 

WHEN: 
Saturday, October 16, 2021 @ 12:00 Noon 
 

PURPOSE:  
To gather the community together in public to pray the rosary 
with the intention of begging God and Our Lady to save 
America from today’s chaos, immorality and social upheaval. 
 

LOCATION:  

AFRICAN-AMERICAN MONUMENT AND FREEDOM PARK 
21744 South Coral Drive 
Lexington Park, Maryland 20653 
******************************************************************** 

********************************************************************* 


