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ST. PETER CLAVER ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 
“The Church on the Holy Hill  

Where the Joy of the Lord is Our Strength” 
 

WELCOMES YOU! 

 
 

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2020 

 

 

MATTHEW 10: 26-33 
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REV. SCOTT WOODS, PASTOR 
ST. PETER CLAVER CATHOLIC CHURCH 

16922 St. Peter Claver Road, P. O. Box 240, St. Inigoes, MD 20684  
Phone: 301-872-5460; Email: st.peterclaver@verizon.net; Website: www.stpeterclaverchurch.org 

Parish Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/StPeterClaverChurchCommunity/ 
Parish Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/StPeterClaverCatholicChurch/ 

Father Scott’s Cell (Text Preferred): 301-512-1955 
Parish Secretary Cell (Fran Hawkins): 301-904-6514 
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BASED ON THE GOSPEL: QUESTIONS FOR OUR REFLECTION 

https://ocarm.org/en/content/lectio/lectio-divina-12th-sunday-ordinary-time 

There is nothing hidden which will not be revealed: the truth under the veil of silence is 
spread more than if it is exposed in the avid or greedy hands of people who are deaf to the 
breath of the Spirit. Where do you place the Word of God that you listen to - in the power 
of your adventurous thoughts or in the sacrarium of your profound acceptance? 
 

That which I tell you in the dark, tell it in the daylight: Christ speaks in the dark, in the 
secret of the heart. To offer His words to the light, these must go though your thought, within 
your feelings, in your entrails before they come to your lips. The words which you 
habitually say to others, are they words said in the secret of Him or rather syllables of 
thoughts which just come to mind? 
 

And do not be afraid of those who kill the body: not anything nor anybody can do you 
harm if God is with you. They can make you a prisoner, but they cannot take away liberty and 
dignity from you because these cannot be seized by anybody. Fears, worry, suspicions, 
anxieties... can become a souvenir which is far away. When will you leave all this aside, 
trusting that God will not abandon you ever and will take care of you? 
 

Can you not buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not one falls to the ground 
without your Father knowing. God’s Providence can be similar to destiny, but it is 
something different. Think of the sparrows which fall to the ground. It is not God who throws 
them down, but when they fall the Father is there. It is not God who sends sickness, but when 
people become ill, the Father is there with them. Our things belong to Him. Solitude, which 
frequently presses on us, is not abandonment. Will we look around to encounter the eyes 
of Christ who lives with us in that moment of desolation? 
 

If anyone declares himself to be for Me in the presence of human beings, I will declare 
myself for him in the presence of my Father: Give Christ the courage of our faith in Him... 
this is a requirement of life in which God is not an accessory, but daily bread and the identity 
card of Himself. Does this challenge you or does it remain only a hidden desire? Even among 
the heads or leaders, says John, many believed in Him, but did not recognize Him openly 
because of the Pharisees, so as not to be expelled from the Synagogue. Would you risk 
your name for Him? 
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FAITH OF OUR FATHERS: A REFLECTION ON FATHER'S DAY 

https://www.catholic.org/prwire/headline.php?ID=4804 

 
The third Sunday in June is observed each year in the United States as Father's Day. The origins of this 
national event are not clear. Some records suggest that it was first celebrated as a church service 
some 100 years ago in Fairmont, West Virginia, at Williams Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church, 
now known as Central United Methodist Church. Whether this is true or not, the impulse to honor 
fathers is a worthy one and it comes with the biblical admonition to honor our fathers and mothers. 
 

In the Bible, it is Abraham who is counted as the father of faith and he is revered in Judaism, Islam 
and Christianity. The word "faith" is an important component to remember because it means trust in 
God--being able to rely on that which is dependable. Abraham trusted God's assurance that his 
children would become a great nation. The promise came at a point when he and his wife, Sarah, 
were elderly and childless. And yet Abraham believed that God could do what was foretold to him. He 
went forward in confidence that God could accomplish, through him, a benefit for all of the world. 
 

Joseph of Galilee is an exemplary father in the Bible. He married Mary, despite the unusual 
circumstances of her pregnancy. He dared to be unconventional because he trusted that God was 
working through her and him. He was a righteous man who dared to take on the roles of husband 
and foster father. And as refugees from danger, after the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, it is clear that 
he protected his family by going beyond what was familiar to find a safe haven. We can learn much 
about fatherhood from Joseph. 
 

 Another father that captures the imagination 
is a man called Jairus. We read about him in 
the Gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke. He 
was a man of importance whose daughter was 
dying and he came to Jesus, fell at his feet and 
begged Jesus to help his child. The actions of 
Jairus revealed his character. He trusted that 
God could help and it didn't matter that he 
had wealth and prestige. He humbled himself 
for the sake of his daughter. 

 

A final father from the Bible that is impressive is the one who had two sons, one of whom went 
astray. This is, of course, the story told by Jesus of the prodigal son. The father in the parable teaches 
his two sons powerful lessons of love: the one who went astray who discovered that his father's care 
came to him even when he had run away from it and the other who struggled to understand such 
extravagant love in the face of his brother's failures and his own fidelity. The father in the story, like 
God, never gave up on either of his children. 
 

On Father's Day let us remember that we have been given a heritage of dedication and faithfulness 
from the fathers we encounter in the Bible and from those fathers who exemplify the best qualities 
of parenting. 
********************************************************************* 

 

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 6/14/2020 
 

Offertory Collection    $4,114.98 

Budgeted Offertory=     $2,900.00 
 

OFFERTORY EXCEEDS BUDGET        +1,214.98 
 
 

WE MET OUR FINANCIAL GOAL THIS WEEK. 

We are so very blessed! 

Your generosity is much appreciated. We recognize that you are making 

sacrifices to financially support the costs associated with running the 

church and its ministries. 
 

WE THANK YOU FOR TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE OPTIONS THAT WE HAVE 

MADE AVAILABLE FOR YOU TO CONTINUE TO TITHE                                                               

WITH YOUR WEEKLY OFFERTORY OR WITH YOUR GIFT DONATION: 

 

1.  You can still mail in your offertory or gift donation:   

St. Peter Claver Church, PO Box 240, St. Inigoes, MD 20684 

 

2. You can download our new mobile app 

Go to the appropriate app store to download the free Mobile App (Church by MinistryOne). Open the App 

and locate the church via zip (20684). Select “Saint Peter Claver Church” (SPCC). Follow the instructions.  
 

3. You go on our new church website (www.stpeterclaverchurch.org)  

Go to the website; locate “donate” on the navigation bar at the top; press the “donate” button; follow the 

simple instructions from “ParishSoft.” 
 

4. You can plan with your bank to set up an electronic check (e-check) 

payment on the schedule that you prefer. Your bank will mail your electronic payment 

to SPC. 
 

5. You can now TEXT YOUR DONATION 

Text To: 301-478-8765; Put as your message the word GIVE;  When you send, you will receive a link from 

ParishSoft; click the link which will take you to the  St. Peter Claver Church page; choose the fund to which 

you will be donating (offertory, gifts and donation, maintenance, etc.); put in your amount; indicate how you 

would like to give; please add the processing/convenience fee (2.5%) to your giving so that the church does 

not have to pick up the charge; press the submit button. YOU HAVE COMPLETED YOUR GIVING! 
 

Please remember this: Whether you tithe or not, you will be kept in 

prayer and you are asked to pray for St. Peter Claver Church and the 

Church in general.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/prwire/headline.php?ID=4804


HAPPY JUNETEENTH  

JUNETEENTH is the oldest known commemoration of the historical milestone that 

honors those African-Americans ancestors who survived the institution of slavery and 
celebrates the legacy of perseverance and achievement they built for us.   
 

JUNETEENTH, OR JUNE 19, 1865, is considered the date when the last slaves in 

America were freed. Emancipation did not come until General Gordon Granger rode into 
Galveston, Texas and issued General Order No. 3, on June 19, almost two and a half years 
after President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 
1863. https://corpuschristi-detroit.org/news/juneteenth 
 

See attachment regarding local JUNETEENTH VIRTUAL CELEBRATION 

livestreamed on FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2020 at NOON on Nu Zeta Omega Chapter - 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. facebook.com. 
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THE ANTIDOTE TO INDIFFERENCE 
https://www.4lpi.com/blog/antidote-to-indifference/ 
 

Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor and Nobel prize-

winning peace activist, wrote, “The opposite of love 

is not hate, it’s indifference. The opposite of art 
is not ugliness, it’s indifference. The opposite of 

faith is not heresy, it’s indifference. And the 

opposite of life is not death, it’s indifference.” 

 

Indifference, a lack of concern or a refusal to act 

in the face of injustice, is at the heart of human suffering. With this in mind, St. 

Maximilian Kolbe — who was executed by the Nazis on August 14, 1941, after having 

offered his own life to save another condemned prisoner — described indifference as 

“the most deadly poison of our times.” 

 

In most cases, our indifference is born of comfort or complacency and a sense that “I 

shouldn’t get involved” or “It isn’t my business.” Sadly, we can all too easily 

recognize how these attitudes allow injustice, abuse, and neglect to continue and 

increase in too many places in the world today. However, tempting it might be to 
pretend otherwise, there are things worth living for, suffering for, and even dying for. 

This is why the question of Cuban poet José Martí — “When others are weeping 

blood, what right do I have to weep tears?” — calls us to an even more essential 

question: “What is the value of a life that is lived without anything worth dying for?” 

 

The inconvenience, discomfort, sadness, and pain we may feel if we open our hearts and 

pay attention to what is happening in and to the world around us are the only real 

antidotes to indifference because those feelings should call us to action. And Palm 

Sunday and Holy Week reveal for us a God who, in Jesus, was anything but indifferent: 

“He emptied himself, taking the form of a slave … he humbled himself, becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:7a, 8). 
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PASTOR’S KEYBOARD 

Father Scott Woods 

Recently a local pastor of a non-catholic parish called me to ask what 
I was doing to get the church services up and running again.  I first 
made clear to him that I had a lot of help and it still was not easy.   
 

After all, now we must have seating with six feet distance on all sides 
of every family or individual that attends the mass.  Music cannot be 
sung by a choir. Along with this, I have to give out Communion by 
myself at all masses. Communion has to be distributed in a way that 
I can purify my fingers every time I touch someone’s hand or they 
receive on the tongue. If this were not enough, ushers have to be 
able to direct people to pews and to communion. Every Sunday 
mass is now shown live on our Facebook (so we have to have 
someone set that up), and I have to make sure the church pews and 
door handles are cleaned after every mass.    

 

All I can say is thanks be to God for the summer helpers!  They have had to serve, lector, usher 
(at St. Cecilia’s), learn to clean the church, learn how to use YouTube FaceTime and work the 
camera during masses, funerals, and weddings.  
 

All of this is to say that it has taken a lot of organization, hardworking parish staff members, 
volunteers, patience, and prayer.  Because of this we are blessed to have all our regular masses 
up and running at both parishes.  
 

I’m more grateful than I can say to so many of you for your prayers and for checking in on us, 
making meals, and continuing to volunteer as well as for the financial support that everyone is 
continuing to give to the church so we can pay our bills.   
 

As I described all this to my pastor friend in much greater detail than here, it started to hit me how 
much we were doing to make it possible, for those who can, to attend mass safely and 
respectfully.  Know that the seminarians, summer helpers and I are praying for you all every day at 
mass and holy hour.  Please continue to pray for us. There is much ahead and I have no idea how 
it will affect us, but God does. And since he is still in charge, I’m not worrying but trusting in the 
goodness of the Lord.  May you do the same. 
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SUNDAY MISSALETTES, WORD AMONG US DEVOTIONALS &  

THE CATHOLIC STANDARD ARE AVAILABLE FOR PICKUP 

Paper materials have been banned from the inside of the church 
because they can possibly transmit COVID 19. 
 

Ushers, however, will be distributing the Sunday Missalettes, The 
Word Among Us Devotional, and  
The Catholic Standard to parishioners attending Mass for them to 
keep. Please do not bring them into the church. Or you can pick 
them up in the Chapel at your convenience. 
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SEVEN THEMES OF CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING:  

WHAT SHOULD FRAME OUR THOUGHTS & ACTIONS? 

 The Church's social teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building 
a just society and living lives of holiness amidst the challenges of modern 
society. …In these brief reflections, we highlight several of the key 
themes that are at the heart of our Catholic social tradition. 

 

1. Life and Dignity of the Human Person 
The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the 
foundation of a moral vision for society…. We believe that every person is precious, that people are more 
important than things, and that the measure of every institution is whether it threatens or enhances 
the life and dignity of the human person. … 
 

2. Call to Family, Community, and Participation 
The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society -- in economics and politics, in 
law and policy -- directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in 
community. Marriage and the family are the central social institutions that must be supported and 
strengthened, not undermined. We believe people have a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking 
together the common good and well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable…. 
 

3. Rights and Responsibilities 
The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be 
achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person has a 
fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for human decency. Corresponding to these 
rights are duties and responsibilities--to one another, to our families, and to the larger society…. 
 

4. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred by deepening 
divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and 
instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first…. 
 

5. The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers 
The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is 
a form of continuing participation in God’s creation. If the dignity of work is to be protected, then the 
basic rights of workers must be respected--the right to productive work, to decent and fair wages, to the 
organization and joining of unions, to private property, and to economic initiative…. 
 

6. Solidarity 
We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We 
are our brothers and sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Loving our neighbor has global dimensions in 
a shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace. … 
 

7. Care for God's Creation 
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth 
Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith 
in relationship with all of God’s creation. This environmental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical 
dimensions that cannot be ignored.  
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm 
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June 21  Alice Pollack, Janice  

           Hewlett and All Fathers/ 

                      Father Figures 

 
June 28  Anthony and Elnora Jackson 
July 5   Active Military and Veterans 
July 12   Luzon & Ismay Wars 
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COME AND WORSHIP WITH US  

AT ST. PETER CLAVER CATHOLIC CHURCH! 

 

• You are invited to return to St. Peter Claver where you can experience God’s mercy, 
love, kindness, and unbounded generosity with other worshippers who, though not 
perfect, love the Lord nonetheless in spirit and in truth.  
 

• Here at St. Peter Claver, we desire that you 
encounter the incredible gift of mercy with 
us at whatever point you find yourself in 
your life. 
 

• Encountering mercy means encountering 
God. It can transform your life, your 
relationships, your work, and your ability to 
embrace and experience all of life.  
 

• God’s unfailing mercy will strengthen, heal, 
and equip you to fulfill his plan for your life.  

 

• “God doesn't tire of us,” Pope Francis has 
said, but “we are the ones who tire of 
seeking his mercy.”  

 

• We pray that, while worshipping with us, 
you have experienced our motto:                                   

“We are Spirit-Led, Gospel Fed, and 
Mercy Filled, where the joy of the Lord 
is our strength.”  

 
If you felt welcomed, let us know; if you did not, let us know; and we will get back to you. 

Contact us at 301-872-5460 or st.peterclaver@verizon.net 
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